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of Aldermen of the city of London, either to be hung up in the 
council chamber where they sit, or in the outer court ■where the 
Eecoider used to sit, as they shall please to direct." This portrait 
which hangs now in the Guildhall, London, was given by Sir 
William, as he declares, as " a token of my respect and grateful 
sense of the kindness and regard shown to me by the city of 
London, whose welfare and prosperity I heartily wish and have 
always endeavored to promote to the best of my capacity," and 
he expresses his sense of satisfaction that he has "served the 
city faithfully and with integrity," for which he hopes to be re- 
membered. 

In 1743 there was a suit in chancery for the sale of Sir "William 
Thompson's estate, and search was made for his Virginia heirs ; 
but one of his brother's children was then living, this was Ann, 
widow of Colonel George Mason of Stafford County. 



SOME LETTEES OP WILLIAM BEVEELEY. 

CONTEIBUTED BY WOETHINGTOK CHAUNCEY POKD. 

To Messes. Mioajah Peeey & Phil. Peeey, Meechants, London.' 

Virg% July the 12th, 1787. 
Gent. 

I have been favour'd with several of yours this year and as you 
seem to be desirous to obUge me, in return of your favours and to 
serve you I have broke thro' my former resolution of not shipping 
tobacco and now put nine hhds of super fine tobacco on board of 
Waff* (who does all in his power to serve you), it being very fine 
and 6 lihds of stem'' & the other prime leafe all made at my Quar- 
ter on York river & very weighty as you mil see by the weights 
underneath. I hope it will come to a good markett and as it is 
famous here among the merchants for fine tobacco I beg that you 
will sell it by it self without joining with any other that it may ob- 
tain a good name and become as famous as M'. Burwell's tobacco. 

' In 1700, says Lyon Q. Tyler, in his notes to the Journal of WUliam and, 
Mary College, the "leading firm in London dealing with Virginia was Perry, 
Lane & Co., the partners being Micajah Perry, Thomas Lane, and Bichard 
Perry. Peter, a brother of Micajah, was agent for the firm in Virginia." A 
letter dated 1732 was sent by the president of the college to "Mr. Aldeman 
Perry, Merch' in London." 

' Illegible, the vessel was named the SurweU. 
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I have also sent you by Cap'. [John] Wilcox eleven hhds of fine 
tobacco made at home w"" you have also the -weights of herewith 
and desire it may be sold by it self it being very fine tobacco and 
notwithstanding all the pains some people take to do you ill officis 
I doubt not but you will do me Justice, and if my tobacco should 
sell well you may depend on having those Crops every year and 
perhaps more if it should prove more advantageous by the sales 
of those I now send you than selling in the Country, for here 
we have our money in hand and if we ship it we never have our 
accounts by the ship that carries the tobacco but are generally 
obliged to wait 12 or 18 months longer. However I always de- 
sire a speedy sale they being generally the best according to my 
observation. 

I was in hopes that I might not have been compelled to have 
given you the trouble to have paid any thing for me before my to- 
bacco was sold nor yet to have sent me any goods, but I meet with 
so many disappointments that I must entreat you to pay M'. Benj*. 
How ' the sum of ninety-eight pounds sterling being for sundry 
goods he has sent me and to send me the goods mentioned in the 
inclosed Invoice and altho' I have many hundred pounds of money 
due to me, yet I am not able to pay about £300 I owe, tho' I am 
in great hopes that the drought which now troubles us will turn 
to our advantage & then y" 40 odd hhds of tob° I now have here 
will help me, but if thro' necessity I should be forced to draw on 
you I hope you will not protest my bills but I do assure you I 
have no design to draw on you and I hope I shan't be obliged to 
do it for I dont love to pay Intrest if it can be avoided. As to 
the debts due to you here from Nich°. Smith & others, I wrote you 
that was to be expected, that Rich'' Jones is dead insolvent, y' 
Smith had shipp'd soiHe tobacco & y' y° others could not pay with- 
out their accounts proved, Docf Philip Jones said he had paid you 
in London Isaac Webb's debt.^ I don't doubt but you will be 
tired of this long Letter especially when you come to the £98 
sterls y' however I hope you will excuse the trouble I give you for 
I really am, Gent", your most Jiumble servant. 

W. B. 



' A merchant, in London. 

*Mr. Haydeu's notes from the records of Brick Church, St. Peter's 
Parish, N. K. county, Virginia, the marriage of Isaac Webb and Winifred 
Hipkins, 10th November, 1710. 
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An Invoice of sundry goods to be sent to W" Beverley l>y a 
Eapp" ship. 
For my wife 

an hat 

6 p' of jfflower'd stuflf Damask shoes not laced ace' to shoe 
ffor my Daughters Eliz' ' and Ursula * 

6 p' of CaUimanco or stuff damask shoes for each 

1 p' of Silk Shoes for each according to measures 

3 fine thin Calf Skins & 2 Skins of white Leather to make 
shoes for my children. 

12" best pins 3 sorts from Manikin to Corkin. 

l" White Chappie Needles from N° 6 to N" 12. 

100 of fine Darning d". & 100 of Corse d" 

4"" of Congo Tea 

6'" of Hyson Tea 

A set of cheap blew and White China viz'. 12 tea Cups & 12 
saucers, a slop bowl, milk pot, & butter plate & 12 coffee cups. 

1 gallon of fine Sallet Oyl in pint bottles. 

1 p"' of Colen Millstones 40 Inches diameter about 12 or 13 
Inches thick with ffrog spindle and brass for a tubmill and 12 
milpecks. 

A steel plate whip saw & 12 files. 

2 large steel broad axes 
2 d° adzes. 

2 smal well steeled drawing knives 
A set of Cornish Plains & Irons. 
A set of house Carpenters augres. 

A set of 2* Hand harness of his Majesties some are very lit- 
tle y° worse for wear & may be bought for £6 y° sett. 
for myself. 

A Bever hat without stiffening 7-^^ Inches diam' in y' Crown 
a fair Bobb wigg. 

1 p' dd ehan'" pumps, 1 p' winter shoes, 2 p" sum' d° round 
toed w'" y" flesh side out. 

2 Eheam of sf writing paper. 
2 d° of fine cut d° not thick. 

The London Magazines for y° year 1736 & 1737 neatly 
bound & lettered in 2 vol. 

A Email comon prayer book neatly bound in Morocco leather 
& gilt for my Daughter. 

' Married William Fitzhugh. 

'Married in 1743 James Mills, a young English "gent," a merchant. 
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To Benjamin How, London. 

Virg% Aug' 1, 1737. 
S' 

I send yon herewith a p' of silk stockings which you sent me 
this year they were damnified before they came however I desire 
you'l please to get them dyed black and send me another p' of the 
Colour of these, those you sent me formerly are too large in the Leg 
& especially in the Calf I having but a slender body as you know 
by my measure and my leg is in proportion and I believe M' Perry 
will pay you for them. 

Whatever is or shall be in my power to serve you, you may at all 
times be assured of, for I am, S'., &c. 



To Cap'. James Patton, Kircubright, Scotland 

Virg", Aug' y" 8'^ 1737. 
S'. 

According to your desire you have here inclosed the order of 
coimcil and I should be very glad if you could import families 
enough to take the whole off from our hands at a reasonable price 
and tho' the order mentions families from Pensilvania, yet families 
from Ireland will do as weU. 

We have had and it still continues such a drought that has not 
been known here by any man alive and indeed I believe we shall 
not make corn to serve 'till April in this Colony;' I pray God to 
send us rain & success in our affairs. I wish you health and suc- 
cess. I am &c. 

The drought is worse in Maryland and you must bring Bread & 
cash or bills to purchase tob° or go empty home. 



To Cap'. James Patton, Kircubright 

Virg* Aug' the 22* 1737 
S'. 

Tours dated the 30'" of Ap' last at Hampton came to my hand 
but last tuesday in answer to which I now acquaint you that I have 
sent you inclosed a copy of our Order of Council for 30000 acres, 
and y' I am willing you shou'd hold one qu"^ part of it being at J 
p' of all y° charges & doing your utmost endeavour to procure fami- 
lies to come in & settle it & I am satisfied to allow your pocket ex- 
penses to be bro' in as a charge agst the Land, & as for dififer- 

' Beverley himself ordered from London two hundred weight of " finest 
white biskett," as bread would be scarce in the colony. 
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ences y' may arise between us I am willing to referr them as you 
propose tho' I can't conceive there can any arise, for we all 3 pro- 
pose to make money of the Land & to y' end I propose to hold it 
undivided & to sell out & make y' most we can of it, unless either 
of us shou'd have a mind to make a settlement there for our own 
use & y" we might have what we have occasion for laid off & appro- 
priated for y' purpose. By y° order of Council you will perceive I 
have been obliged to make use of M'. Barradall's' name but that 
signifies nothing for he will convey his right to me when we have 
got a pattent. As for y' 1000, or 1500 acres of my land I can't 
agree to take goods at 60 p. c. when I can have them at a less 
advance here, but I expect to have money for y" Land here unless 
you should have any tradesmen or gardners to dispose of, & then 
perhaps I may be your chap, & al-so for y" bolting miU or machine 
I wrote to you about. If your relation comes in he may have the 
Land. As for Col°. Conway ' I have no depend' on him for unless 
I'll vote for him to be Speaker I suppose he will do me all y* pre- 
judice he can and I assure you y' I cannot vote for him. 

I heartily wish you success & a safe return to us. I am &c. 

We shall not make corn to eat this year in y' Country. 



To Lord Fairfax, in London. 

Virg' June y* 14" 1738. 
My very good L''. 

I had the hon"^ lately to hear by M'. ffairfax y' y' L^ship was safe 
arrived & in good health (which God preserve to you) and before 
this will have the hon' to kiss y' Hand, I hope y' pu'' mourning 
will give way to business & y' your L^p will have obtain'd Judg' 
for yr L*' from the head of the head of the most S'F branch of 
Eapp" to the head Spring of Potowmack which I hope y' Council 
will think is y' plain meaning of y"^ L'*ps Grant, tho' I doubt not but 
our Gr' Men here have done your L'^p all the injury in their power. 

The pleasure of England I am afraid will deprive us of the hap- 
piness of seeing y' L^p here again but whether we have that happi- 
ness or not I most sincerely wish your L'^p success in all y' affairs 
& I beg leave to assure y' L*p that I most sincerely am 

My L^ T' L^ps &c. 

' Edward Banadall was attorney-general of Virginia and judge of the court 
of admiralty. He married Lettioe, daughter of Colonel William Mtzhugh. 

'Colonel Edwin Conway, described as a "gentleman of very great parts," 
and for thirty-one years a member of the House of Burgesess. His first wife 
was Anne Ball, a half sister of Mary Ball, the mother of Washington. There 
is much information concerning him in Hayden, Virginia Oeneabgies. 
2 
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To Lord Fairfax 

Virg', Aug' 25, 1738. 
MyL^ 

Before this has the Hon' to kiss y' h^s I hope y' L^p will have 
obf a Judgm' from the King & Council in y' fav' & ace* to y' un- 
doubted right that they may not triumph over you here; for I 
doubt not but y' L''p will make all y" freeholders in y° fork of Eapp' 
easy in their poss°" if it falls to your lott. It is now very long 
since I had the pleasure to hear of y' Pps health & I hope we shall 
have y' happiness to hear by the Man of War (we daily expect) 
both of your health & success. I beg leave to assure y' L"'p y' I 
am most sincerely, &c.' 

To Lord Fairfax 

Virg' May y' 18"" 1739. 
MyL" 

I had y« hon' to rec" y' L'^ps Lre of y» lO*" of Feb'' last & am 
persuad* y' y' L*p was not surprized at y° oppos" you met with from 
hence for by their treatm' of y' L'*p & y' Com" we cou'd expect no 
other from them and it is no little concern to y' faithful Com" y' 
we shou'd be y' occasion of so much trouble & Delay to y' L^p & 
altho' j' L'^p has met with this oppos" from the Treasury I hope 
you will soon bring it to an hearing & indeed if y' L*p had not 
gone home it would have been impossible for y' L^ps friends at 
Court to have clear'' up y= dark passages in their report which were 
design'd to do you all y'' prejudice imaginable, and surely altho' 
y gent here have thrown all y° stumbling blocks they can in y' 
L''ps way, yet I hope y' they can't by their friends so far prevail as 
to prevent Justice, & as y' Lawyers now think y' L'^p has a plain 
case & y' you must carry your p' and in my poor Judgm' aU un- 
prej'* persons must be of y° same opin° and I hope your L''p will 
meet with much in y* Council board & thereby obtain an order for 
us to run y' boundary line from y° head spring of Kapp'' call'd y* 
Conway to the head spring of Potowmack. Y' L^ps kind promises 
& assurances on behalf of my friends in the fork are extreamly 
pleasing to me and I never doubted y' L'*ps goodness in that affair 
since 1 first had the hon' to converse with you on y subject & I do 
verily believe y' people would have been very easy from y' begin- 
ning if they had not been stirr'd up by some persons who had pri- 

' ' ' We have had very scarce times in this river, sev' poor people having 
lived on herbs growing in y'' fields ■without either bread or meat." Beverley to 
John Fairehild (Barbados), 25 August, 1738. 
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Tate views of their own to carry on. That y' L''p may obtain 
success in all y' affairs acc^ to y° utmost of y' desires & Y' you may 
enjoy perfect health & arrive safely & speedily here are y' sincere 
& hearty wishes of him who is with y' greatest truth &c. 



To Lord Fairfax at Leeds Castle in Kent. 

Virg' Nov' 22^ 1741. 
MyL*. 

We have long been deprived of y* hon' of y' presence here; it is 
a sad thing y' y' L*p is forct to such a long Depend' & attend' on 
the Court to come by y' Just right, w"" I hope you have obf an 
order for before this will have the hon' to kiss y' L*ps hds. By y' 
Ann Capt. Jn° Clark I have sent y' L*p some Ginseng seed & Black 
gum berries with a box cont* some Lidigo roots, Chincapin bushes 
& wild Olive bushes which I wish may be acceptable & get in 
safely to y' L^p. As y" L*ps presence here will be very pleasing to 
all y' friends in this Wilderness, it will rejoice none more than it will 
him who is & desires to be always esteemed by Y' L^p as one of &c 

W[illiam] B[evkeley] for Essex. 

Col" Fi is Burg' for P. W". 

The seeds & plants are com^ to y' care of M' Ch' Smyth Merch', 
In London. 

To Ch' Smyth, Merchant in London. 

Virg* March 10, 1741. 
S' 

Before this can reach y' hds I expect y' our Sec^ J C[arter] 
Esq' will depart this Life being very ill of y* Dropsy in y Belly 
and tho' I hear y' sev' Gen have wrote home to purchase y' Sec'ys 
place (w'" is for life) yet if you think proper to trust me I beg y* 
fav' of you to make a purchase of it for me. M' C: gave 1500 
guineas for it and I won'd give £2000, w""" is what I have heard 
others have ordered to be given for it, but rather than miss I de- 
sire you will give something more for y' s* Com", and then perhaps 
you may obtain a L're for me to be added to y' Council in M' C: 
room and if there is no news of his death among y' merch'' perhaps 
£400 or £500 may buy y' reversion and I beg you will do the best 
you can for me; & altho' I have not much ready cash yet I have a 
very considerable Estate in Lds & negroes & this shall oblige me 
to repay you what money you shall advance for me in this affair 
together with Interest. ... If you should not think fit to en- 
deavour to get y' Sec'ys place for me, pray don't let it be known y* 
I have wrote to you about it. I am &c. 
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To Lord Fairfax, at Leeds Castle in Kent. 

Blanfield, Virg' July y* 3* 1742. 
MyL" 

T' long absence makes me fearful y' y' L^p ■will never return to 
this poor Colony, tho' I hope before this will have y* hon' to kiss 
y' L''ps hands y' you have got an end put to y' tedious suit to y* 
full extent of y' desires. 

The late Assembly have at last divided P' W" County & hon'" y' 
part above Occaqnon with y' L''ps name.' 

There is no other news here worthy y' notice only that all y' L^ps 

friends are well & would be very glad to have y' hon' to kiss y' 

L''ps hds again in this Country & none would do it with greater 

pleasure than him who is at all times, &c. 

W. Bkvebley. 

To Bryan Fairfax, in j' Custom House, London, 

Virg" Aug' 9, 1742 

S' 

According to the desire of my very good Friend Col" W" Fairfax, 

this is to acquaint you that M' Sec^ Carter died a few days ago, he 

was one of His Ma'tys Council & Sec^ of this Colony. I am, &c. 



To Ch' Smyth, Merchant in London, 

Virg* Aug* the 9* 1742. 

Sir 

The 10'" of March last I wrote to you to purchase y' Sec'ys place 
of this Colony w"" I hope got safe to y' hands. Secr^ Carter died 
y* 31" July last, & if y" sd place is not yet purchased by one who 
intends to reside here, I shall be obligid to you if you will pursue 
my former instructions & purchase y" sd Com" for me for life ; tho' 
as I have so little money in y' hands it is a strange presumption in 
me to desire you to advance about £2000 Sterl" for me who am a 
stranger to you, however since I have done so, I must beg y' favour 
of you to do it for me who am &c. - 

Pray forward y* inclosed. 

To Lord Fairfax, at Leeds Castle, In Kent 

Blanfield in Virg' Aug'. 9, 1842 
MyL^ 

Your great favour of y" 20'" of Feb. last was deliv* to me from 
Col° Fx. last week & I am extremely obliged to y' L'p for y' trouble 

' The act is in Eening, V, 207. 
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you hare ghen y'Self about Salmons Fx : Apple & for y' kind re- 
ception of those few seeds and plants w"" I wish may prosper ■with 
you. S"^ E. Walpole & his party have had a long reign of it, to y* 
great prejudice of y' Kingdom, & now y' Country party have pre- 
vailed I hope y affairs will soon take another turn, tho' as y' L''p 
observes it will not be pleasing to some of our Gentry here : 

And as y' L^p's friends are now in play, I hope you will have 
Justice done you without delay, & y' you will obtain all y* Lds ac- 
cording to the most extensive bounds of your Grant, and that we 
may soon have the happiness of seeing y' L'^p again among us. 
Our Sec'^ departed this life on y' 31" of July & y' Chief talk now 
is about who will succeed him, and as Col. F. is here ready for Y' 
Office I cannot expect or desire y' L'^ps Interest for me ; Col° Jn" 
Kobinson is app'* here 'till a Com" comes from England. 

I wDl not give Y' I/p more trouble at this time, only to beg leave 
to subscribe myself as I really am, &c. 



To Micajah Perry, Merchant, in London 

Virg' y* 8'" of Dec' 1742 
S' 

Y" of y* 3* of July last came not to my hand 'till last Saturday 

night, y* acco" of sales w"" were inclosed in it are so intolerable & 

your treatment about y' damage so bad y' I will not send any more 

home 'till I see much better sales for y* tob° I have shipp'd you 

this year, for at this rate I shall make myself & family beggars by 

serving you. I am, &c. 



To John Fairchild, Barbados. 

Virg* Mar 9, 1742 
B' S' 

Your kind obliging Lre of y' 15'" of gb' last from Boston 
foimd me y* beginning of Jan'^ last at D' Parker's at Tapp' op- 
pressed & languishing under y' Cholic, gravel & Kheumatism, and 
above all with a deep Melancholy for y' Death of my D' son John 
■who dep" this life at Col" Byrds (where I had placed him at school) 
& y' inhuman Lady kept my dearest boy tho' very sick all along 
in a cold room without fire or any body to lie with him to keep him 
covered, tho' it was very cold & to my extream grief I got there 2 
nights before he died, having with him only that old fool of a 
Doctor we saw at Col" Blands who had no medicines & before I 
could get a Doctor, it was too late, for God took him from me on 



232 William and Mary College Quaeteblt. 

the 26'" of Nov'. O ! that I had died in his room ; for tho' I know 
I ought to submit with patience, yet my Melancholy increases & I 
believe it won't be long before I lye in the dust with him who was 
the sweetest boy that 'ere was born ; I need not ask y' pardon my 
dear friend for this, who knew him & how fond I was of him my 
sweet boy. * 

The acco' you gave me of y' travels & above all y' of y' recovery 
and being in perfect health was no small relief to me labouring 
under so many ailments & I am obliged to you for y' renewal of my 
acquaintance with M'. Winslow' who I make no doubt is the worthy 
person you describe him to be. 

My wife and children are now abroad & have been so for some 
time & I hope they are well & I am sure they join with me in wish- 
ing health & all other blessings you can desire. 

I hope y' you are safe arrived in Barbados long before this & y' 
y° found y Lady & family well & y' you with y' Lady & son may 
live long and enjoy all manner of felicity is the sincere wishes of 
him who is with the greatest esteem, D'. S'. &c. 

Pray give my service to M'. Lawrence who I hope is now come 
to himself being in his native country & clear of the Frost and cold 
blasts. 

To Lord Fairfax, Leeds Castle, in Kent. 

Winsburg, April 20, 1743. 
MyL*. 

At the desire of my Worthy friend Col° Fairfax this is to advise 
y' L^p of y* death of M' Commissary Blair one of his Matys Council 
here who departed this hfe on Monday last and I hope y' L*p will get 
M' Fx. into y' Council in his room M'. Fx. also desires your L*ps 
Instructions concerning y" entries of Land which Numbers of peo- 
ple are desirous of making with him on the other side of y' Blue 
ridge of Mount' & among others M' Eich* Barnes & myself desire 
y' L'^ps leave (if you gain your Cause) to take up 10,000 acres upon 
y* s° fork of Potowmack, y' place I cannot exactly describe, only 
there are some very rich low grounds : 

And there is another tract of about 10,000 acres more or less 
which I can more exactly describe, y' I should be extreamely 
obliged to y' L^p for, towit — Beginning at a Great w'te oak marked 
E. C 1729 being y' uppermost corner tree to y' 50,212 acres 
granted to y' Carter family standing on Shannondoah Eiver nigh 

' Joshua Winslow, of Boston. 
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ye* lower end of two smal Islands and running thence S° 46 West 
across Opockon to the Waggon road, thence along y' sd Road to y* 
line of y* sd Grant & thence along y" lines of y' sd Grant to y' be- 
ginning, this I suppose may contain as much bad land as good which 
if your L*p is pleased to grant me I purpose to preserve in my 
family & to fill y° good Land with tennanta when I can get them; 
and y* other tract M^ Barnes & I intend to seat and raise Cattle 
and horses on being it lies very remote & has as we suppose a 
great range for them, but if Y" L^p has any information concern- 
ing these Lands (tho' I believe they are not extraordinary) & in- 
tends to reserve them or part of them for your own use, We shall 
readily submit to take such part of them as you shall please to allot 
us — The delays Y' I/p meets with in y' just Cause gives me no 
small concern (not upon y" acc° of y" above entries) but because we 
are deprived of y° Hon' of Y' L*ps Comp' & our Country of y* im- 
provem" you would undoubtedly make here. — That y' L^p may live 
very many happy years and attain y' utmost of y' desires and safely 
arrive here is the sincere wish of him who always desires to be es- 
teem'd as he really is, 

Y' L'^ps most faithful & obt h'ble servt.i&c. 



To Eiohard Bland, Scarborough. 

Blandfield, Virg', May 11, 1743. 
Dear Sir 

Since you left us it hath pleased God in his anger to deprive me 
of my dear son John in whom was my chief delight and my greatest 
hopes, he having so fine a Genius y' I vainly thought he would be 
an exceeding great comfort to me in my old age (if I should attain 
it) but now he is gone the way of all flesh, I shall endeavour not to 
be fond of any thing in this world. My sister Munf ord ' is ruined 
the estate most of it sold to pay the drunken husband's debts. 
Col° Bland ' is going to London for priests orders much against my 
wifes & my will. The rest of us are pretty well & wish you & all 
our relations at Scarborough perfect health & all other felicities. 
I am, T>' Sir, your most affect. Cousin.' 

'Anna Bland, own sister of Mrs. Beverley, married Kobert Munf ord, 
and by him had Eobert, Theodorick, and Elizabeth. Mnnf ord died in 1744, 
and she married George Currie, by whom she had two daughters. 

' Either Thedorick or Kichard, brothers of Beverley's wife. 

5 Though Mr. Brook, in the "Dinwiddle Papers" (II., 351), says that the 
•wife of Beverley was Elizabeth, daughter of Kichard Bland, of Jordan's Point, 
James Kiver, this letter would point to another parentage. For in writing in 
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To Col" John Fairchild, Barbados. 

Blanfield in Virg' July the 18th 1743. 

By my L" to y° & Comp" you will see what I have done with y' 
sloop Hilary & her salt. Corn is very scarce & salt exceeding 
plenty, & this is y" first of my merchand^ & therefore I doubt you 
may have suff'' in tJiis affair; I went up to talk with M' Dick but 
was taken very ill at Coi° Cha. Carters y' beg* of June cont* ill for 
about 5 weeks but am now pretty well. In April I wrote to you 
about y' death of my Dear sweet boy who is still ever in my 
thoughts & makes me unfit for any thing, bat God gave him to me 
& he tock him away to himself. My wife is with child & my other 
D' children are well & desire to be remembered to you. We made 
no good Cyder last year nor good peach Brandy : M' Tucker sent 
orders by word of mouth to one of his skippers to call here for 
some things but y" message was not deliv"*, so y' I doubt our Ba- 
con will be too old before you'l get it. We have sent you by y* 
Hilary a few trifles' w"" I beg your accept"; and if I have an oppor- 
tunity next winter I don't Question but I shall send you some good 
white apple Cyder. 

Y' pres' by y" Hilary were very extraordinary & all arrived in 
good order, I never tasted such fine Eum and I wish I may be soon 
able to return any thing that may be acceptable to you, but you 

1743 to John Bland, of Scarborough, Bererley uses a form that was adopted 
only when writing to a parent: "Honored Sir: My wife & I join in our duty 
to you, & wish you may attain all your desires. " And he signed himself, ' ' I 
am, Hon'''' Sir your most obedient humble servant." While to Kiohard Bland 
he is " Your most affectionate cousin." So it was John Bland who was the 
father of Elizabeth. In this connection the question of the seal is not without 
interest : 

" I have sent a seal of considerable value by Cap' Wilcox w°'' please to get 
mended for me & sent in again in a new Case. It was formerly sent me by 
Mr. Edward Kandolph but he sent & had the wrong arms engraved on it, for 
y arms my father used are a Bed Rose seeded & barbed, in a field Ermin w* an 
Unicorn's head for y* Crest and not the 3 bulls heads — y' wherefore if y* seals 
could be all new cut to wit one side with y Eose in field Ermin & Crest, y ' 
other side mine and my wife's & y" other side y unicorns head crest, I should 
be very glad to have it done if y expense won't be much, but if it will, pray 
only get the gold bow mended. It was made by Mr. Andrew Dalton Anno 
1723, & if he is now alive pray carry it to him again." — Bevm'ley to Perry, 24 
July, 1739. 

' The "Virginia laws, a cask of hams, a pot of dried cherries, and three pots 
of Virginia sweetmeats were among them. 



Some Letters of William Beyeelet. 235 

must take the will for y= deed. The 2 Col° Carters are married to 
2 of Col° Byrd's daughters by his wife ; & M" Byrd desires to 
know if you deliv" her letter & whether y° Lady to whom it was di- 
rected is alive. I am with unalterable esteem, &c. 



To Lord Fairfax, at Leeds Castle, in Kent. 

Blanfield, July y' 27", 1743. 
MyL* 

The Hon"^ of y"^ letter of y' 10'" of March last w* y' L^ps singular 
favour in y° kind accept* of my former poor, tho' hearty services, 
affords me no Email pleasure; & y' hopes y' L'^p gives me of having 
once again y" hon' of see« you in Virg" is no small joy to me; & I 
hope before this will have the hon' to reach y' hands y' you will 
have obtained an ord' of y" King & Council according to y° largest 
extent of y"^ Grant. We here are very glad to hear of Cap' Martin's 
health & Preferm' & hope to hear of his obtaining of the Com" he 
desires. — I doubt not but Col" Fairfax has informed your L*gpf 
Miss Nancy Fx's being marr'd to Mr. adj°" Washington' Col" 
Charles Carter & Col" Land" Carter to y' 2 Miss Bjrds. My Wife 
& Daughters join w'" me in pres* our best services to y' L^ps & we 
beg y" favour of y° to pres' our services to Cap' Martin & M' George 
Fairfax — I have not been well for a good While, but whether sick 
or well I shall always desire to be esteem'd as I really am, 

Tr L*ps most ob' h'ble serv' 



To Ferdinando — John Paris.' 

W[illiamsburg] in Virg' Nov' 5, 1743. 
Sir: 

Being favour'd with a recommendation to you from M"^ Jenings 
concerning my Cause at the suit of Edward Eandolph, I have 
therefore inclosed such papers as my Lawyers here thought neces- 
sary to transmit to you a list of which is annext. Our Govemour 
told me he should transmit the original representation (of w"" you 
have a Copy) to His Grace the Duke of New Castle & let him know 
both M' Eandolphs & my Character therefore If you could gett his 
Grace to sitt in the Cause it might do me great service, and you 
will not forget to inform my Council that the Gov' & Coimcil here 

1 Laurence ■Washington, half-brother of George 'Washington, married 19 
July, 1743, Anne, daughter of William Fairfax. On the death of Lawrence 
she married George Lee. 

'"An eminent solicitor at the Council Board." 
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are the Judges of Our General Court. I think I need not to enter 
into particulars, the inclosed state of my Case, & the other papers 
bring sufficient with M' Jening's Letter to let you into the justice 
& truth of my Cause. I have desired M' Christopher Smith of 
London Merch' to wait on you with these papers — & to pay you 
from time to time the fees and charges accrue''. & I hope you wiU 
fee y° atf & SolF Gen' for me, and I beg y° fav' of you to let me 
know from time to time haw you proceed in this affair and also 
what other papers may be Necessary to send you. I doubt y' our 
assembly will not meet till late next Sumer & if not too late I make 
no question but I shall get them also to make a Representation in 
my favour. And as my Case affects all the people of this Colony 
if you should gain it I make no manner of doubt but the assembly 
would make you their agent, and as I have the Honour to be a 
member of the assembly you may be sure of «what Interest I have 
there to serve you. I am positive y' M' Randolph never had y" 
proceedings in this cause under the seal of Colony for all the 
Cleiks of y' office averr that they never isued it. You may please 
to direct to me at Blanfield on Rapp' River Virginia and M' Chris- 
topher Smith will transmit any letter you shall please to send me. 
I will not trouble you further at this time, only to assure you that 
I leave the affair to y' pru' managem' & y' I am. Sir, &c. 

Nov' 6, 1743. ■ 

Since I wrote j" foregoing Lre my Lawyer has tho' it proper & 
therefore I have sent all y* Cop' under y" Seal of y* Col" except y' 
pet" & orders I was served with by Ran : agent J. Wales. 

The Governor was pleased yesterday to tell me y' he had order* 
M' peter Laheup (agent for our Council here) to fee a Lawyer to 
Defend my Cause on behalf of y*" Colony. 



To Ferdinando Jn° Parris, Surrey Street, London. 

Virginia, Blanfield, May 9", 1744. 
S' 

Last week yours of the SO" of January came to my hands, for 
which I am obliged to you; It is indeed an hard Case to have to do 
with such a person as Cap' Edward Randolph is, for if I get the 
Better, and the Council should order me my full costs there is no 
hope of ever getting it. — Surely M"^ Leheup who receives an annual 
salary from the Gov'' & Council of this Colony as agent for them will 
not fail to present their Representation to my Lord Duke and if he 
does present it, I make no doubt but you'l make y° Best use you 
can of it. 
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As to admitting of the Decrees, it has been the uninterrupted 
usage of the several Courts here, tho' we have no Law that takes 
any notice of it. 

There were several Evidences sworn and examined at the trial 
here & no Depositions taken, so none could be Ketumed with the 
Judgment; and even his own Brother Cap' Isham Randolph had 
been in partnership with him (and is since Dead) was sworn & 
among other things was examined as to the sale of my two last 
Parcels of Tobacco, and declared that the' his Brother E. R. sold 
them at a Low price, yet if y" purchaser sold them again for more> 
y' he y" said E. R. was to have more, and they were actuald sold for 
more & y ' money was paid to him ; and being over again pressed by E. 
R. to Declare what Reason he had for saying so he told him and 
the Court that he was sorry, he was asked the Qustion, but as he 
must answer it, he declared y' Cap' Thomas Boiling (who was privy to 
aU E. R.'s affairs) told him so, to which E. R. could make no Re- 
ply ; this I mention as a sample to shew you what manner of per- 
son I have to deal with, and that it is impossible the Council should 
have any insight into our Dispute, because my said principal evi- 
dence is dead, and the others are here ; and nothing he offered to 
give in Evidence against me was refused him, but his own Oath to 
his own account, which if the court had admitted would have been 
against all Law & reason but they admitted y' account & his 
Books to be given to the Jury, so that he had no just Reason to 
Complain and I hope the verdict will stand unimpeached, and that 
the CouncU wiU Dismiss the Appeal & order him to pay me my ful 
costs both at home & here, tho' I have no hopes, if they should 
order it, that I should ever get a penny of it. 

The reason I suppose for Cap' Randolph's presenting the order 
for appeal was (as you observe) to get a Transcript of the Record 
under the seal of y' Colony. 

A'S to the King's granting appeals under the sum limited we 
doubt not his power but it is a very great Hardship that we must 
be put to a very great Expence to Defend appeals for a small summ 
and yet if we get the Better of the appellant, the Council seldom 
give us the 10"" of the Costs & charges we are at, for in this Affair 
I have expended here about thirty pounds and what it may Cost 
me, with you, I know not. 

Our Assembly is to meet in September and I make no doubt but 
they will join in a proper Representation of this affair. 

When I paid the money to Richard Randolph (the appellant's 



238 William and Maky College Quarterly. 

Brother) he told me that he was his attorney and promised me be- 
fore Witnesses that he would go into the Gen' Court & there ac- 
knowledge full satisfaction of the Judgment that it might be Re- 
corded with the Judgment, and he being reputed a man of true 
Honour, I made no doubt but y' he was E. R.'s attorney and that 
he would perform his promise, but since I find he Intended no 
such thing, and the reason why I trusted to his Honour was, be- 
cause my son was extreamly ill so that I was obliged to go to him 
(who Dear Boy died two Days after) & Being now obliged to go to 
Pensilvania as one of the Commissioners on a Treaty with the In- 
dians, I have desired my Brother Col° Richard Bland to search the 
Records of the several Courts for y power of Attorney & if he finds 
it to send you a Copy of it under the seal of the Colony. 

You are very right, that we ought to Eely wholly on the Verdict, 
which I think they cant get over without manifest injustice. 

Whether the Gov' did give orders to M' Leheup to fee a Coun- 
cil for me or no I can't teU, but when I return I will ask him about 
it, for he told me he would do so. 

I am truely sencible of the great Business y' Council have on their 
hands and doubt this affair of ours will not be speedily determined, 
& Indeed I should be glad to have a Representation from the As- 
sembly get home first and then the sooner it is ended the Better. 

You write with so much Candour and I having had so good a 
character of you, that I cant choose but rely wholly on your Integ- 
rity, and I heartily wish you health and success in this affair and all 
others. I am &c. 

To F. J. Paris. ' ~~ 

W""burg in Virg* Oct" 22, 1744 
S' 

I was in hopes to have got our House of Burg' to have add* y* 
King on acco' of Eapp' [Randolph's] ag' me but y" Burg" being frugal 
of y" publick money, I could not obtain it. Wherefore I Beg you 
will bring y" cause to a speedy trial as you can, & I don't doubt 
but you will do mee all y' Service you can in that affair. I am &c. 



To Clement Plumstead, Philadelphia. 

Virginia, Nov' the 16*, 1744. 
KindS' 

* * * Altho' what Col° Lee ' & myself did with the Indians 

1 Thomas Lee, wlaose marriage witli Hannah Lndwell brought him into 
connection with Sir William Berkeley. Lee was a member of the General 
Court, and went with Beverley to Lancaster, Penn., to treat with the Indians. 
See my Lettert of William Lee, I., 4, 5. 
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had the Honour of your & the other Gent"' approbation, yet we 
mett not with y' same from our Assembly, for they would not ap- 
prove of the treaty neither would they give us one Farthing nor 
contribute any thing to the charges, & if the King will not give us 
any thing, we shall have our Labour for our pains. * * * 



To Eichard Bennett, Wye River, Maryland. 

Virg* Feb 12, 1744. 
Worthy Sir 

Not having the pleasure of hearing of you for some time past, 
gives me hopes, that you are well, for ill news Commonly flies a 
pace. — ^It is now some months since my wife's sister M" Anna 
Monford has been left a poor distressed widow w'" two sons and a 
daughter in very mean circumstances (I have taken Robert her 
Eldest son & M' Lee her daughter Elizabeth) the House & 800 
acres of Land where she lives being mortgaged to one M' Theophi- 
ius Field for about £360 Sterling and no hopes of Redeeming it, 
without your kind assistance, for neither her Brothers nor myself 
have any Ready money to assist her, and before her Eldest son 
comes of age the Interest will eat it out, it is a very pretty seat on 
the navigable part of Appamattoi River very Commodious for Trade. 
K you will be pleased to have Compassion on them and Redeem 
the Land I will take Care to have the Mortgage duly assigned to 
you and Recorded and then they will be in your own power who 
never fails to shew mercy to those who deserve it, as she does, who 
tho' her husband was a Sot & used her very III on all Occasions, 
yet she always behaved herself towards him on all accotmts as a 
good & dutiful wife ought to do ; I hope you will be so good as to 
pardon me for the trouble I now give because it is on behalf of a 
poor Distressed Widow & Orphans. Inclosed is the Journal of our 
Last Session of Assembly & Laws which I should have troubled 
you with, before this time but could not get it sooner from y' 
Printer, & it may serve to amuse you at your leisure hours. My 
wife with myself and children (I thank God) are all well and Join 
with me in presenting our most humble service to you and in wish- 
ing you perfect health and all your desires: and I beg leave to 
assure you that I am with unfeigned truth, Kind Sir, Trs, &c. 



